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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action. 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 9-10, 16-17, 21 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hicks, US 6,429,894. 

In considering claims 1, 5, 9-10, 16-17, 21 and 27 
a)-b) the claimed identifying active display elements. . .is met by CRT aging 
indicators which may include an unequalized CRT burn time (col 2, line 61 to col 
3, line 49) 

c) the claimed detecting when the display unit is turned off is met by 
microcomputer 34 (Fig 2) which monitors when the television is in the off-state 
(block 50) and whether the television has been placed in the on-state by 
monitoring a power-on control signal (col 9k, line 52-67). 

d) the claimed waiting for a predetermined time period is met where 
microcomputer 34 calculates the desired age equalizing time when the TV has 
been placed in the off-state (col 10, line 58 to col 11, line 1 1 ). 
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e) the claimed displaying a corrective image on the identified non-active display 
elements., as met where microcomputer 34 directs the video pattern generator 32 
to generate the internal video signal (Sint) which is used to equalize the burn-in 
rates of the entire region of the display screen (col 12, line 13-29). 
In considering claims 2-4, 

Hicks discloses a system which detects an external video signal (Sext), 
where microcomputer 34 can determine the aspect ratio of the external video 
signal by comparing for each video field the active video versus total video for a 
horizontal line and/or a number of lines (col 5, line 61 to col 6, line 13). The 
determination/detection can also be performed by detecting a signal aspect 
ration indicator encoded within the external video signal. Based upon the type of 
display used (i.e. 4:3 or 16:9 aspect ratio), would determine whether a received 
signal was a standard external video signal (Sext) (i.e. a received 4:3 signal on 
4:3 display) or non-standard external video signal (Sext-ntsd) (i.e. a received 
16:9 signal on a 4:3 display). Hicks discloses that based upon the type of display 
used would determine whether a 4:3 or 16:9 signal would be a standard or a non- 
standard external signal. Hicks discloses that if a received signal is standard (i.e. 
aspect-ratio matches that of the display) then an un-even bum-in rate of the CRT 
will not occur, or non-standard which means that an un-even burn-in rate will 
occur. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

j 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 6-8, 11-15, 18-20, and 22-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hicks, US 6,429,894. 

In considering claim 6-8, 11-13, 18-20 and 22-24, 

Regarding the predetermined time period set by a user. Hicks discloses a 
system, which includes the receipt of analog/digital broadcast signals, along with 
other signal sources such as a VCR and DVD player (col 5, line 25-35). 

As stated above with respect to claim 1 , when the system is turned off, the 
system computes, the burn-in rates of the display and the amount of time needed 
to correct for an uneven burn-in rate display. 

It is also known that systems can employ user programmable settings, i.e. 
record, pay-per-view, display certain programs based upon a 
preselected/predetermined selection, in addition to users viewing habits. 
Therefore, the examiner takes "OFFICIAL NOTICE" regarding a system which 
allows a user to program a time (predetermined) which is set by the user or 
derived from a user's viewing habits, thus giving the user full control/functionality 
of the viewing system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Hicks which discloses a system which allows a 
user to view multiple sources, where Hicks corrects for displayed sources that 
create uneven burn-in rates, by providing the user the ability to set when 
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programs are viewed/recorded, and also the ability to view/record programs 
related to the user's viewing habits, in order to provide the user an 
enhanced/controllable viewing experience. 
In considering claims 1 4-1 5 and 25-26, 

Hicks does not disclose the method/sequence in displaying the corrective 
image relating to the luminance levels (i.e. 15, 30 and 60). 

However, it is notoriously well known in the art that brightness/luminance 
levels typically are gain actuated where a display will increase from a dark state 
to a brighter state, where some systems employ manual and/or automatic control 
of the desired settings. 

Thus regardless of the sequencing of the increase, whether in increments 
of 5 IRE, 10 IRE or doubling as claimed is dependent upon the type of display, 
preset/user adjustable settings and therefore bears no patentable weight, since 
the end result (a display with a predetermined luminance level) is the same, and 
thus derives no unexpected results. 

■ 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure — please refer to newly cited references on attached form 
PTO-892. ^ 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brian Yenke whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9871 . The examiner work schedule is Monday-Thursday, 0730-1830 
hrs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's Supervisor, John W. Miller, can be reached at (703)305-4795. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703)872-9314 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 
Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is 
(703)305-HELP. 

General information about patents, trademarks, products and 
services offered by the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO), and other related information is available by contacting the 
USPTO's General Information Services Division at: 

800-PTO-91 99 or 703-308-HELP 

(FAX) 703-305-7786 
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(TDD) 703-305-7785 

An automated message system is available 7 days a week, 24 
hours a day providing informational responses to frequently asked 
questions and the ability to order certain documents. Customer service 
representatives are available to answer questions, send materials or 
connect customers with other offices of the USPTO from 8:30 a.m. - 
8:00p.m. EST/EDT, Monday-Friday excluding federal holidays. 

For other technical patent information needs, the Patent Assistance 
Center can be reached through customer service representatives at the 
above numbers, Monday through Friday (except federal holidays) from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST/EDT. 

General information brochures can also be obtained in person from 
the Patent Search Room located in Crystal Plaza 3, Room 1A03, 2021 
South Clark Place, Arlington, VA 22202. 

The Patent Electronic Business Center (EBC) allows USPTO 
customers to retrieve data, check the status of pending actions, and 
submit information and applications. The tools currently available in the 
Patent EBC are Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) and the 
Electronic Filing System (EFS). 

PAIR (http://pair.uspto.gov) provides customers direct secure access to 
their own patent application status information, as well as to general 
patent information publicly available. EFS allows customers to 
electronically file patent application documents securely via the Internet. 



• v Application/Control Number: 10/056,914 
Art Unit: 2614 

EFS is a system for submitting new utility patent applications and pre- 
grant publication submissions in electronic publication-ready form. EFS 
includes software to help customers prepare submissions in extensible 
Markup Language (XML) format and to assemble the various parts of the 
application as an electronic submission package. EFS 
also allows the submission of Computer Readable Format (CRF) 
sequence listings for pending biotechnology patent applicatjpns^whiGfi 




were filed in paper form. 
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03 August 2004 



